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During this time of pandemic distress and social distancing, we offer you 

the words of local Wisdom Women as they have reflected upon the Lenten 

readings. May they be a source of comfort, an opportunity for reflection, 

and an invitation to be transformed as we grow into deeper community as 

the People of God.  
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FIRST WEEK OF LENT 

Monday, February 22, 2021 
 

“Who Said Life Is to Be Perfect?” 
Today’s Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

To every time there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:” Ecclesiastes 
3:1 

 
One of the most difficult things to accept is that our lives do not always go as 
planned. We believe in God, try to live the best we can, give to our church and those 
less fortunate. We are doing all the right things, yet bad things happen: We lose a 
job, we get sick, a beloved grandchild dies, our spouse gets a terminal disease. We 
scream at God, “This is not supposed to happen! Why, God, Why?”  
 
But God never promised us a perfect life on earth. Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 clearly states 
that we will have good times and bad throughout our lives. Sometimes bad times 
occur because of our own bad choices: Not finishing school often leads to poor work 
opportunities, taking drugs or drinking to excess usually leads to poor outcomes for 
us and/or those we love. We pull out in front of another vehicle, thinking to save 
time.  
 
Then again, we can make “perfect” choices and bad things still occur. What 
happens in our world also affects whether we experience good times or bad. We 
may be in that car the other person pulls out ahead of and hits! A recession, no fault 
of ours, wipes out our savings. A mass murderer takes innocent lives.  
 
So, some of what happens is caused by our choices, and other by the world’s 
choices. The most important thing to remember is that God promises to be with us 
in the hard times, to give us strength. If we lean on God to build us morally and 
spiritually, it helps us to deal with that next bad time. We also learn to recognize 
when we are going through a “good season” in our lives, and to be grateful.  
 
Prayer: Lord, give me the strength to get through this terrible time. Hold and 
support me as I work my way through. Thank you for the blessings you have given 
and the blessings coming in my life. Amen.  
 
Written By: Mary Russ 
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FIRST WEEK OF LENT 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 
 

“Following the Leader” 
Today’s Reading: John 12:20-36 

Whoever serves me must follow me and where I am, there will my servant be also.  John 12:26 

 
Remember playing follow the leader when you were a small child? Wherever 

the leader went, whatever the leader did, you had to follow and do the same. 

Sometimes it was fun and easy and sometimes the leader made it difficult.  

 

In today's gospel lesson Jesus says that to serve him, we must follow him. It is 

like playing follow the leader: The way to lead lives that will please God is to 

follow his example.  

 

There are lots of leaders we can follow--those who espouse hate, fear, or 

exclusion. There are those leaders who say money and power are the answer 

to all problems. But these are not the example that Jesus set for us to follow. 

He showed us how to love, to extend mercy and kindness, to reach out to the 

oppressed. Jesus did not teach hate; he taught love and compassion. He did 

not teach fear and exclusion; he lived inclusion and acceptance--even in our 

differences. He showed kindness, mercy.  

 

It isn't easy to be a follower of Jesus. It might even take us places that are 

dark and difficult. But we can strive to follow his example by caring for those 

who need us, by being kind and generous, and by showing our love--even to 

those who are different from us. When we do this, we are following THE 

leader--Jesus. We are his servants, and He is with us.  

 

Prayer: Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the example and 

leadership of your son. Help us to follow his example as we make our journey 

through Lent. Amen.  

 

Written By: Sue Amyx Eggert  
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FIRST WEEK OF LENT 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 
 

“Wasting Your Life On Jesus” 
Today’s Reading: John 12:1-11 

Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus ’feet and wiped them 

with her hair. John 12:3-4 

 

Did Mary waste her perfume and her time on anointing Jesus ’feet and wiping 

them with her hair? Did she seek praise from others in doing so? I often ask 

myself how many times have I spent meditating on the word of the Lord? How 

often do I pray for someone who is hurting in some way without thinking about 

the time it takes to do so?  

 

Do I feel that it takes up too much of my time and effort to focus on God? How 

often do I intend to meditate on our Lord’s word and put it off until later, only 

to not do it at all? Do I seek praise for reaching out to others in need? Is it a 

waste of time and effort otherwise?  

 

Is our motive for serving Christ because He is worthy of everything we can do 

for him and because we love Him, wanting to please him because He gave 

Himself for us on the cross?  

 

Prayer: Almighty Lord, may I never take you for granted. Help me each day to 

focus on your word and to live it without regarding the time that it takes to do 

so. May I always be worthy of your grace and love, in Jesus ’name. Amen.  

 

Written By: Connie Olson 
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FIRST WEEK OF LENT 

Thursday, February 25, 2021 
 

“Remain Steadfast” 
Today’s Reading: Judges 9:7-15, 1 John 2:18-28 

I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. The anointing 
you received from him remains in you. . .. Remain in him. -- 1 John 2:26-27 

 
Here is the scenario from Judges 9: Jotham, the only brother of Abimelech 

who was not slaughtered in Abimelech’s plot to be- come king, risked his life 

in a mountain-top speech against injustice. Telling a striking parable about 

pride, power, and manipulation, Jotham weaves a tale of forest trees in search 

of a king, culminating in a challenge to act honorably and live in the Truth.  

 

In a similar vein, the passage in 1 John exhorts followers of Christ to remain 

steadfast to “what you have heard from the beginning” as we are confronted 

by forces of evil seeking to pull us from the Truth we know through Christ and 

the Father. John speaks particularly of the antichrist—of which there are 

many (some having already come. Oh, we know these antichrists! Those who 

deny the Son and the Father. Those who use power and pride and any 

manipulative means to pull us from the Truth.  

 

Indeed, there are times when we are bombarded by these forces—some days 

struggling to return to Love, Truth, and Righteousness!  

 

Prayer: Merciful God, your message is clear: Hold fast. Remain in Christ. May 

this truth be in us! Amen.  

 

Written By: Katherine Moore  
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FIRST WEEK OF LENT 

Friday, February 26, 2021 
 

“Weeping Mary and the Voice of Jesus” 
Today’s Reading: John 20:1-18 

Jesus said to her, “Mayr!” -- John 20:16 

 
Mary of Magdala stood weeping outside of Jesus’ tomb when the angels 

appeared — and then the man she supposed was the gardener. He spoke to 

her and called her name. It was the voice of Jesus...her Jesus! Her eyes and 

heart and ears were open to recognize Him.  

 

I remember my friend Kerry coaching her daughter’s softball team back when 

our kids were younger. She can sing up a storm, but her speaking voice is 

much softer. So, she trained her girls to listen to the assistant coach’s deep, 

loud voice for instructions. During a game and all its hullabaloo, she would tell 

the assistant what to yell out to the girls. They would tune in to that one voice 

and follow the instructions for that next play in the field.  

 

I think of the grieving Mary and what a blur the world was to her at that 

moment. Mary was at a loss. Then that one voice pierced her heart, memory, 

and thoughts and she recognized it! She had the privilege of not only hearing 

his voice again, but also receiving direction to be the bearer of the Good 

News.  

 

I hope I’m trained like Kerry’s softball girls to hear that one voice — the voice 

of Jesus who knows and absorbs my grief, tears, uncertainty, needs, joys, 

celebrations, and failings. And He, in turn, is the single voice who intercedes 

for me at the right side of God, the Father, on my behalf.  

 

Written By: Nita Gregory Hill 
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FIRST WEEK OF LENT 

Saturday, February 27, 2021 
 

“God Is Light” 
Today’s Reading: John 1:3-10 

... and the light was the light of all people. John 1:4 (NRSV) 

 
As a child growing up in church and attending Sunday school every Sunday, I 

would receive an award for three months of perfect attendance. I would 

always pick the 2-inch glow-in-the- dark cross out of the treasure chest. I 

would hang it on my bed post. At times a cross was on all four post corners, 

and I would go to sleep with the faint glow of the crosses surrounding me.  

 

Perhaps I was afraid of the dark, but this practice along with my bedtime 

prayers, was my first awareness that Jesus was the light of the world and was 

there to protect, guide and love me as a child.  

 

As humans we are drawn to the light. As adults we can focus on the meaning 

of light and the darkness in many ways. If we have a relationship with God it 

helps us to live in the light of God shown to us by the holy incarnation of his 

son, Jesus, dwelling among us. Eternal life is the quality of life that God has 

given us through the crucifixion of Jesus and the revelation of his resurrection.  

 

Can our walk through Lent be as simple as a child moving toward the light 

when surrounded by darkness? Yes, because we are God’s children, perhaps 

with adult eyes, but always with the heart of a child searching for God’s holy 

truths.  

 

Thought for the Day: Walk in the Light, pure light and learn to love.  

 

Written By: Rev. Deacon Jean Miller 
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SECOND WEEK OF LENT 

Monday, March 1, 2021 
 

“The Healing Power of Friendship” 
Today’s Reading: Matthew 9:2-13 

When Jesus saw their (the men’s) faith, he said to the man, ‘Take heart, son; your sins are 
forgiven. ’Matthew 9:2 

 
Today we read a story that highlights three concepts within the ministry of 

Jesus: Friendship, Healing and Forgiveness. Of those three, which would you 

say is the greatest miracle? Many of us would respond, “Divine Healing,” for 

this is something of which we see very little in our present age of medical 

advances. For others, the answer would be, “Forgiveness of Sins,” an 

undeserved yet freely given spiritual healing.  

 

Yet if we read this text carefully, it appears the greatest miracle in this story 

does not come from Jesus at all. It comes because of the faithfulness of the 

friends! It was not the faith of the paralytic that resulted in healing, but rather 

the faith of the men who chose to give something of themselves to offer this 

man one last chance at wholeness.  

 

The real miracle is that they cared enough about him to bring him to Jesus. 

They had nothing to gain and could have rightly abandoned him. But they did 

not, and that is the real miracle of this story!  

 

Who has God placed in your life that is paralyzed in their life and needs to be 

brought to Christ? Who is it that needs the strength your faith to bring them 

healing?  

 

Prayer: Dear God, just as you have offered me healing and friendship, help me 

to offer the same to others who are stuck in their lives. Keep my eyes open to 

see, keep my arms open to embrace, keep my heart open to love. Amen.  

 

Written By: Rev. Stefanie Riley 
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SECOND WEEK OF LENT 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 
 

“Called to Continue What God Has Begun” 
Today’s Reading: John 12:20-36 

While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light. John 
12: 36a 

 
In this passage from the Gospel according to John, we are nearing the end of 

Jesus ’human life on earth. He has spent his last three years teaching of God’s 

love for us, through words and actions. It is his mission to all who listen. 

Isaiah’s description of the Servant of the Lord is revealed in Jesus.  

 

In the Gospel, Jesus states “his hour” has arrived. He announces, “the hour 

for the Son of Man to be glorified,” solemnly liking it to a wheat grain that “if it 

dies, it yields a rich harvest”. In revealing beforehand his knowledge of the 

suffering and death he is about to undergo, Jesus tells his listeners (including 

us) that he suffers all willingly, for the Father’s glory, for our salvation and 

because of his divine love for us!  

 

I recently heard the following in one of the daily reflections I listen to: “The 

gospels open with “In the beginning” or “the beginning of the gospel” or the 

like. What if we read the rest of each Gospel as “the beginning” believing that 

the continuation of it is on us? The question has given me a new, fresh, 

interesting prospective. What am I doing to continue what was started in me 

because of what I just read? Who am I becoming? It might be your question, 

too.  

 

Prayer: Lord, you are the light of the world. Help me bring your light to all I 

meet.  

 

Written By: Rita Canfield 
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SECOND WEEK OF LENT 

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 
 

“Where Are You, God?” 
Today’s Reading: Psalm 77:2 (NLT) 

When I was in deep trouble, I searched for the Lord. 

 
It was moving day again, and I did not want to leave. My husband and I were 
part of the “corporate caravan” that moved families across America. If one 
desired a promotion and a better job, you never said no. My husband would 
have a job upon arrival, but I would be back in the job search. I was feeling so 
sorry for myself!  
 
Like the Psalmist, I cried out to the Lord! Where are you God? What about me, 
God? Are you listening to me, God?  
 
I accepted my fate. The job search began soon after arrival in our new 
location. That process can be brutal, and at times I felt as though I was 
wandering in a wilderness of little opportunity.  
 
Where are you, God? What about me, God? Are you listening, God?  
 
And as always, He was! The job would be found as would good friends and 
neighbors. A church would be discovered that fed our faith journey. How 
could I have forgotten that you, God, took care of us in all our former moves? 
You, Lord, are with us every step of the way. Yes, God, you were listening all 
along!  
 
Prayer: Father God, help me to be more aware of your daily presence even 
amid change. I thank you for being with me now and for all eternity. Amen  
 

Written By: Mary Jo Craft 
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SECOND WEEK OF LENT 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 
 

 “Great Promises Coexist with Great Demands” 
Today’s Reading: Genesis 15:1-6, 12-18 

Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield... Genesis 15:1 

 
Abram had just received a blessing from Melchizedek followed by a vision of 
God telling him not to fear because he will be shielded from danger and 
receive a great reward.  
 
When I stop to reflect on these words, I experience mixed emotions. Hearing 
“Fear not,” a warning sign emerges. I am aware of a tremulous foreboding. 

Why is God offering to shield me from danger? Is something going to engage 
me with a need for fearlessness? What will I need to do, say, or be to evoke a 
great reward? How will I respond?  
 
Abram trusted God. So, can we. We can fall into a deep sleep of hope, despite 
co-existing fears. We can realize more acutely that our prayers emerge from 
our relationship with God, a partnership which allows us to become ‘pray-ers ’
not just persons saying prayerful words. In this partnership, we taste our own 
divinity, God living divinity within us—life with Emmanuel. Tasting and seeing, 
we know Goodness and Love. We are a people of prophetic promise 
covenanted with God. And great promises are usually accompanied by great 
demands.  
 
Prayer: Gracious God, help me to keep my promise to put my trust in you, no 
matter the demands evoked. Let the flaming torch of hope and love remain 
brightly lit to remind me of your presence. Amen.  
 
Written By: Fran Salone-Pelletier 
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SECOND WEEK OF LENT 

Friday, March 5, 2021 
 

“How to Keep the Word In Your Heart” 
Today’s Reading: Psalm 119:9-16 

How can a young man keep his heart pure? By living according to your word.  Psalm 119: 9 

 
The psalmist is acknowledging the challenge of keeping God's word despite 
the temptations of the world.  
 
I am easily distracted by the world! Several years ago, I was speaking with a 
friend and fellow church member. She was talking about one of her 
daughters, concerned that her child was “drifting” from God’s word. Her 
response to her daughter was to question if she was listening to her praise 
music.  
 
That conversation resonated with me. At the time I had a very full and busy 
life and was also being challenged by the draw of the world. I began seeking 
out opportunities to listen to praise music throughout the day and it really 
helped. Lyrics would stay with me, in the back of my mind, and I felt peace 
and a awareness of God's presence.  
 
Even now, with fewer demands on my time, the world can still distract me. 
However, I now have a Christian radio station programmed into my car and 
home radios, so it is easier to redirect my focus.  
 
Prayer: Lord, I praise you for your ever presence in my life and welcome 
opportunities to keep your word in my heart.  
 
Written By: Linda Maidment 
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SECOND WEEK OF LENT 

Saturday, March 6, 2021 
 

“God Provides” 
Today’s Reading: Genesis 22:1-19 

God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering . . .  Gen. 22:8 (NRSV) 

 
Did your heart skip a beat the first time you read this story? God told Abraham 
to sacrifice his son. My heart ached the first time I read it from the perspective 
of a new mother. I wondered, “Could I do that?”  

 
Abraham faithfully takes wood, fire, a knife, and his son, and goes to the place 
God shows him. Isaac asks where the lamb is. Abraham replies, “God himself 

will provide the lamb for the burnt offering. . ..” At the very moment Abraham 
prepares to follow through with the God’s command, God stops him. A ram 

appears in the bushes. God provides. God’s mercy prevails.  

 
I often thought about Abraham’s relationship to God and I tried to do better 

myself. I wanted to live a strong faith like Abraham’s. I wanted to hear God’s 

voice clearly and to have a willing spirit. I wanted the courage it takes to act 
obediently in faith. I was daily thankful for God’s goodness, mercy, and love. I 

still do.  
 
Reading through centuries in Today’s Reading, I saw God keeping promises 
made through the prophets. God provided the sacrifice for our sin, the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ. For a long time, this heart-tugging story about Abraham 
has called me to honor our merciful God with a thankful heart.  
 
Prayer: Merciful God, thank you for the ways you provide for our lives and for 
the grace you have offered us through Jesus Christ. Guide us and lead us as 
you did Abraham. With the gift of faith, help us grow in ways that honor you 
every day. Amen  
 
Written By: Suzanne Simpson 
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THIRD WEEK OF LENT 

Monday, March 8, 2021 
 

“God’s Faithfulness” 
Today’s Reading: Psalm 105:8 (NRSV) 

God is mindful of his covenant forever . . . 

 
In Psalm 105 the people of God are reminded of God’s faithfulness to the end 

of the age. Israel was lost in slavery, a people subjected to another’s rule, and 

they were without hope. But the Psalmist relates the everlasting goodness of 
the Lord as the people are called to remember.  
 
What do you remember when you are lost in mind, soul or spirit? Do you recall 
the mighty acts of God which have been performed on your behalf since 
before you were conceived? During the season of Lent we are called to 
remember Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf. We are called to remember that the 

God of Israel is faithful and ever mindful of the covenant.  
 
The Psalmist also tells us to “give thanks, call on the name of the Lord and 

make known his deeds among the people.” As you journey through the Lenten 
season, give thanks for all that the Lord has done in your life.  
 
Remember where you were and how far God has brought you. Share your 
experience, strength, and hope with others that you encounter, so that they 
too may know the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the one true God who is 
ever mindful of each one of us.  
 
Prayer: Faithful Lord, teach me today how to be faithful in giving thanks and 
sharing your mighty mercy and love with all I meet today. Amen.  
 
Written By: Joyce Winkler 
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THIRD WEEK OF LENT 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021 
 

“Nature Speaks: Who Is Listening?” 
Today’s Reading: Psalm 19 

The heavens are telling the glory of God and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.  Psalm 
19:1 (NRSV) 

 
The psalmist reminds us that nature speaks without words, reminding us of 
God’s love and of God’s commandments to care for all that he has created. He 

has provided us with “Spaceship Earth” to carry us through his vast universe, 

keeping us safe with air to breathe, food to eat and water to drink. These 
resources are not infinite; dare we disgrace ourselves by not following his 
commandments?  
 
The sun announces the coming day. God says for us to awaken with gratitude 
as he gives us a new day that we are to use wisely. His laws are perfect with 
the rhythm of the sun, moon and tides. How sad that we waste our resources, 
pollute our air and water, and dishonor our fellow man. A mass of plastic said 
to be the size of Texas floats in the Atlantic.  
 
It is predicted to be equal to all the sea life by 2050. In our complacency we 
assume “someone” will solve the problem.  

 
As night comes and a cloak of darkness falls around us, we come face to face 
with our sins of that day, both those of omission and commission. Do we stop 
to reflect on how we used the day? Did we honor God in both word and deed? 
Did we provide an example of God’s love? Did we earnestly try to make our 

little piece of earth a better place before the sun sets, so that God may 
whisper in our ear, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.”  

 
Written By: Pat Purvis Brown 
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THIRD WEEK OF LENT 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 
 

“By Listening During Lent Am I Allowing God to Change Me?” 
Today’s Reading: Mark 9:2-8 

And [Jesus] was transfigured before them . . . Mark 9:2 

 
The dictionary defines transfiguration as: A. a change in form or appearance: 
metamorphosis or B. an exalting, glorifying, or spiritual change. According to 
a footnote in the New American Bible, Revised Edition "... the transfiguration 
counterbalances the prediction of the passion by affording certain of the 
disciples insight into the divine glory that Jesus possessed. His glory will 
overcome his death and that of his disciples.”  
 
When I read and pray over the text something else comes to mind. I imagine 
Jesus leading his friends — his disciples — to a high mountain to pray. I see a 
beloved friend wishing to show who he really is to those he loves. He takes 
them to a place where they will be alone to commune with God. Where they, in 
stillness, can listen as God speaks to their heart.  
 
Where they can empty themselves and let God fill them. In the stillness and 
emptying, they gain insight into mystery. It is the way Jesus wants to fortify 
their faith, a faith that will be severely tested because he loves them. 
Proclaiming his pleasure with his son and those who seek him, God responds 
by defining the way all seekers must take, saying: “Listen to him.”  

 
Prayer: Lord, help me to be changed during this Lent by truly listening and 
understanding I am also God's beloved child, in Jesus name. Amen.  
 
Written By: Pat Grant 
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THIRD WEEK OF LENT 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 
 

“Being Human Is Not So Bad After All” 
Today’s Reading: Psalm 31:9–16; Isaiah 54:9–10; Hebrews 2:10-18 

 
These verses from Hebrews remind us that God became human and fully 
experienced our humanity. Jesus closed himself in our humanity and 
experienced humanity at its best and at its worst.  
 
Why would God choose to become human? Considering human history, two 
World Wars, genocide in many countries and the current climate of discontent 
around the world; why would God choose to be human? The gift of free will 
was freely given to all human beings. Jesus freely chose to enter into our 
being. He freely chose to seek those who had hearts like his. Those people 
who weren't perfect or trying to be perfect; only those who could not see their 
inherent goodness but so desperately wanted to see it.  
 
An encounter with Jesus transformed those people's lives so that they could 
first accept and love themselves in their being and then be able to love and 
accept others as they are. We are given that same gift of free will. To 
encounter the resurrected Jesus and to transform our lives as well. God took 
on our humanity so that we would know being human isn't so bad after all.  
 
Prayer: Lord, help to me accept and love my being as you created me; with my 
faults, weaknesses and strengths. Transform my being so that I may accept 
and love my fellow human beings as you created them.  
 
Written By: Carrie Valentino 
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THIRD WEEK OF LENT 

Friday, March 12, 2021 
 

“Reflection on the Psalm” 
Today’s Reading: Psalm 20 

 
The writer of Psalm 20 prays and petitions God on behalf of the King, 
repeatedly assuring victory. Defeat is not an option. God defends and 
graciously grants petitions, every petition and plan in our hearts. God 
answers. Victory is in the name of the Lord when we stand firm and rely on 
Him.  
 
There are not many petitions I present to God. He has the universe on his 
shoulders and my little problems usually resolve without Divine Intervention. 
But there are a couple of things for which I earnestly pray. I pray that my 
grandson with cerebral palsy will one day walk and talk. He is almost eight and 
progress has been slow despite rigorous PT. With each passing year it looks 
less and less likely. I know God loves JP as dearly as I and that He desires only 
good for him.  
 
I fail to imagine how life in a wheelchair would be better than one upright, or 
silence better than communicating. Then I recall what my friend Betty, a 
second-grade teacher, wisely said of the children who were struggling. “God is 
not finished with them yet.” Each battle in life takes preparation, planning, 
coordination of effort and time.  
 
Prayer: O God, deepen my dependence on your gracious and steadfast love 
for me and each member of my family. Help me to trust you fully as Jesus did 
in the Garden of Gethsemane and to wait for your perfect timing.  
 
Written By: Kathleen Smith 
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THIRD WEEK OF LENT 

Saturday, March 13, 2021 
 

“The Plot Thickens” 
Today’s Reading: Psalm 126, Exodus 12:21-27, John 11:45-57 

Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will 
believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our 

nation.” John 11:47b-48 (NIV) 

 
Jesus has just come from the home of Mary and Martha where he had raised 
Lazarus from the dead. Naturally, this precipitated quite a commotion! Many 
Jews had witnessed this event and the religious leaders in power called a 
meeting to sort it all out with clear input from Caiaphas, the high priest. At this 
point, they all plotted to take Jesus ’life.  

 
The stage is set. Tensions churn. Encounters lead to accusations. Accusations 
escalate into confrontations. Jesus goes “underground” and retreats to the 

village of Ephraim.  
 
It was approaching Passover, the highest Jewish ritual, but where was Jesus? 
The chief priests and Pharisees had an eye out for him. The word on the street 
was to find him; to report him; to arrest him. Jesus “laid low.” It was not time. 
He waited.  
 
The jubilation over Lazarus deteriorated into chaos as the intermingling of 
both religious and political factions fell into uncertainty and panic. Neither the 
Jewish leaders nor the Roman politicians were exempt from the Power-Grab 
born of misunderstanding and fear.  
 
Prayer: Ah, Holy Lord, save us from the fear and pride that mark an unholy 
quest for power!  
 
Written By: Katherine R. Moore 
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FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

Monday, March 15, 2021 
 

 “Jesus Is the Spirit of Prophecy” 
Today’s Reading: Psalm 53; Leviticus 25:1-19; Revelation 19:9-10 

"I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t! I am a fellow servant of yours and 
of your brothers who bear witness to Jesus. Worship God. Witness to Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy.” Revelation 19:10 

 
John is living in seclusion when an angel of the Lord appears to him with a special 
message telling him to worship God and preach Jesus ’word. John complies.  

 
Do we comply and bear witness to Jesus’ word? Do we pay attention to the teaching 
of the prophets such as Moses and John? Do we follow the Ten Commandments as 
channels of God’s grace? Do we worship God above all others?  
 
It is so easy to get caught up in the busyness of life and forget about God. Days can 
turn into weeks without prayer or sacrifice. Even attending worship services can be 
ritualistic, a Sunday obligation without deep contemplation as to why we are there.  
 
As children, Roman Catholics said extra prayers, forfeited candy, soda, or television 
to gain special grace during this Lenten season. As aging adults the stakes seem 
higher.  
 
Lent is the perfect time to reconnect with our Lord. Find time to talk to God, to walk 
with God, to hear God’s voice. Reflect and meditate during these remaining days. I 

find myself thinking of Jesus as He met with His apostles, prepared the Last Supper, 
was dragged through the streets and then crucified. The tremendous pain and 
suffering we should feel will be glorified in Christ’s resurrection.  
 
Give God ALL of you.  
 
Reflection: Lord, during this Lenten season, nourish me with your Word of life and 
make me one with you in love and prayer. Fill my heart with your love and keep me 
faithful to the gospel of Christ.  
 
Written By: Gail Callan 
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FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 
 

“What Was She Thinking?” 
Today’s Reading: John 12:1-11 

. . . You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have ‘me!’  John 12:8  

 
It is six days before Passover when Jesus arrived in Bethany where lived Lazarus, 
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. A dinner given in Jesus’ honor, served by 
Martha, with Lazarus present, when Mary of Bethany, appears with an expensive 
perfume which she pours on Jesus’ feet and then wipes his feet with her hair.  
 
Imagine the stir! It is Judas Iscariot who quickly objects saying that “the perfume 

could be sold, and the money given to the poor.” Mary’s generous gift of gratitude is 
suddenly dismissed as wasteful. However, Jesus, knowing what is to come very 
soon, and knowing all that is in Judas Iscariot’s selfish heart admonishes him.  

 
How would you feel if you were in that room? Think of the excitement almost electric 
in the air, to be with a celebrity, Lazarus, so recently raised from the dead, and the 
crowds wanting to see him for themselves, knowing this has further challenged the 
high priests.  
 
Judas Iscariot? The petty jealousy of these devout but so human followers! Probably 
Peter was thinking, I’m glad I did not say that!”  
 
Can you almost hear the murmurings…? “Why is he talking of his “burial” and “not 

always being here?” What can he mean? Suddenly, in that perfume-scented air, an 
intake of breath, a quiet reflection, for Jesus often spoke in parables, words that 
called for contemplation.  
 
Who are you in this room? What feelings do you have about what has been said? Are 
you wondering what gift you can give to Jesus to show your gratitude? Does this 
thought ring true for Christians today? As I read this, I am wondering, what was 
Martha thinking?  

 
Written By: Jane Evans 
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FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 

“Run the Race Set Before Us” 
Today’s Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Hebrews 12:1-3 John 12:20-36 

“...let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfector of our faith...” Hebrews 12:1-2 

 
Is there something in our community causing pain, demeaning life, destroying 
human values, imprisoning people with hopelessness or robbing them of 
freedom and self-esteem? Have you wrestled with God over doing something 
about it?  
 
God hears the cries of his people in Egypt and delivers them by sending 
servants to do his will. Some accept their calls reluctantly, others willingly. 
From the models of faith before us, from the unnamed servant in Isaiah to 
Jesus Christ himself, we learn that living out God’s call(s) on our lives entails 

risk and reward.  
 
After 20-plus years as a journalist I made what was for me a scary move, 
accepting a call to join our church staff. I was serving God, but he had 
something new that I was reluctant to accept, though spiritual mentors 
pointed me in this very direction two years earlier. In place, I made mistakes, 
made enemies, sometimes stubbornly did things my way instead of God’s 

way. I also made a difference, the difference I was intended to make, almost 
despite myself.  
 
Like our predecessors, modern-day servants of God will face challenges and 
hardships as we live out our calls: ridicule, danger, rejection, job loss, even 
death. However, we can face those challenges with faith and forbearance, 
through obedience to God. Then we will not “grow weary or lose heart”. We 
will stay the course and receive the promise of eternal life with Christ.  
 
Thought for the Day: Am I serving where God wants?  
 
Written By: Susan Usher 
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FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 

“Seeking Clear Vision” 
Today’s Reading: Mark 10:51b-52 KJV 

“The blind man said unto him, ‘Lord, that I might receive my sight.’’ And Jesus said unto 
him, go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole.’ And immediately he received his sight and 

followed Jesus in the way.” 

 
As blind Bartimaeus asked to receive his sight, so do we find ourselves 
seeking for vision. So often we ask God for vision into the future, into things 
we cannot see. Our vision is blurred by distractions in our daily lives.  
 
Faith is believing in the unseen no matter what the distractions. Just as Jesus 
tells blind Bartimaeus to “go thy way and be made whole,” so can we receive 

our sight by faith that God will direct our way according to his plan and 
purpose.  
 
Prayer: Lord, may we listen and focus on your will for our lives. May we not 
allow daily distractions to blur our vision. In your name we pray. Amen.  
 
Written By: Teah Osborne  
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FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

Friday, March 19, 2021 
 

“Obedience” 
Today’s Reading: Jeremiah 33:1-9; Philippians 2:12-18 

“For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” Philippians 
2:13 NIV 

 
It has been 34 years since my son went to be with the Lord. Our family has 
made a “new normal” life. Even though we still miss him after all these years 
the thoughts of him in heaven, the 12 happy years we had with him and God’s 

gift of eternal life through His son Jesus gave me peace.  
 
A lady I met lost her daughter after a lengthy illness. The mother was 
experiencing the unfathomable pain a parent feels when their child dies, and 
she was seeking a place of healing. She desperately wanted to attend a 
support group for bereaved parents, but the closest one was an hour away 
and she would have to drive home alone after dark. I am not a grief counselor, 
just a parent who has walked the path she is on and with God’s help survived. 

The last thing I wanted to do was start a group that would cause me to relive 
the pain of my son’s death, but God softened my heart. I knew that it was His 

will for me to minister to those in need of comfort and support and to assure 
them that He was ready and willing to help them.  
 
The bereaved parents in our area now have a monthly meeting and God is 
healing their wounded hearts. If we are obedient to His will we can accomplish 
“his good purpose”.  
 
Prayer: Father, I pray that I will always hear you when you call on me and that 
I will be obedient to your will.  
 
Written by : Patricia Poulos  
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FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 

Saturday, March 20, 2021 
 

“If Not Me, Then Who?” 
Today’s Reading: Isaiah 44:1-8; 2 Corinthians 3:4-11 

“You are my witnesses”, declares the Lord, “and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you 
may know me and believe me and understand that I am he..., even I, am the Lord, and apart 

from me there is no savior... ...You are my witnesses”, declares the Lord, “that I am God.” 
Isaiah 43:10-12 NIV 

 
What if I started each new day knowing that everything I did, every word I 
spoke, every gesture I made, and my every action and reaction was witnessed 
and recorded for all to see? Would I act differently? I know I would try but, 
without the right motivation, I would fail – miserably. Just ask the guy in the 
car ahead of me, the telephone solicitor, or family member.  
 
What if I started each new day knowing and behaving with my every word, 
every gesture, every action and reaction as a witness of the great and glorious 
God that I love and serve? That would be a better day – not just in what it 
created in me— but how others responded to it.  
 
My every thought, word, action and gesture are a witness of what I truly 
believe, of what is truly in my heart. When I accepted Christ as my Savior, I 
became God’s witness. What if my every word, every gesture, every action and 

reaction declared for all to see that I love God and He is my Savior? I expect 
the people around me would have a better day. And maybe through that 
witness, they would see Christ in me and know that He is God.  
 
If not me, then who? God is my Savior, and I am his witness. What an 
awesome way for all of his witnesses to start and live each new day.  
 
Written By: Debbie Rupp 
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FIFTH WEEK OF LENT 

Monday, March 22, 2021 
 

“Whose House Do We Live In?” 
Today’s Reading: John 12:1-11 

“For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things Is God...Christ is faithful 
over God’s house as a son. And we are his house if we hold fast to our confidence...in our 

hope…” 

 
Building a new sanctuary or refurbishing an old one often causes friction 
within a congregation. I remember one time in a church we belonged to years 
ago, the controversy arose over the color of the rug that was going to replace 
the old one down the center aisle. We had some members leave the church 
because the rug was going to be red (the devil’s color). At the time, we 
thought it was silly, of course, but arguments and disagreements seem to 
thrive in some congregations.  
 
I guess that is the true nature of people, it is not so easy to be in harmony all 
the time. But we are being warned against this behavior in this passage.  
 
God is establishing His House which is the church; he tells us that Christ is the 
head of the church. Our job is to hold fast in our confidence and faithfulness.  
 
So, the next time controversy arises, just remember that Christ is the head of 
the church and follow His example of patience, love, and kindness. All things 
can be reconciled if we seek to be more Christ like. And just think what a 
wonderful place this world would be!  
 
Written By: Derrice Combs  
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FIFTH WEEK OF LENT 

Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
 

“Come to His Garden” 
Today’s Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10 

“But blessed is the man who trusts me, God, the woman who sticks with God. They’re like 
trees replanted in Eden, putting down roots near the rivers— Never a worry through the hottest 
of summers, never dropping a leaf, Serene and calm through droughts, bearing fresh fruit every 

season.” Jeremiah 17:7-8 The Message 

 
Trust. God invites us to stay with him. To replant ourselves in the most perfect 
place, his Garden of Eden. That is the image painted in these verses as 
paraphrased in The Message. I imagine that Garden as cool, filled with 
wonderful flowers, lush, peaceful. And God wants me to join Him there. Trust 
in Him. Sounds so easy, doesn’t it? Just let God handle our problems. Our 
reward will be safety and serenity and success. Who would not want such a 
gift?  
 
Yet, we want to do things our way, and we end up out in a desert, hot, sweaty, 
wondering if we will make it to the next oasis.  
 
I am making a promise to myself. The next time I find myself wandering off in 
my own direction, I am going to go back to that precious Garden of Eden and 
enjoy the gift of peace that I find there.  
 
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, you are a wonderful gardener and I want to live 
in your Garden. Thank you for inviting me. Amen  
 
Written By: Susan Gay 
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FIFTH WEEK OF LENT 

Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 

“Am I The Lost Sheep?” 
Today’s Reading: Matthew 18:10-14 

"In just the same way, it is not the will of your heavenly Father that one of these little ones be 
lost." Matthew 18:14 (NAB) 

 
Jesus is dining with the "dregs," outcasts of society such as tax collectors and 
sinners, when he exhorts his disciples to seek out fellow disciples who have 
strayed and bring them back to the community. The disciples are thought to 
be the "little ones" as they are "like children." As humans they are weak, and, 
therefore, subject to sin and loss of faith, and must be cared for. An 
intervention must take place for them to be forgiven, returned to the faith, 
and, therefore, receive eternal life.  
 
I feel that each one of us is a "lost sheep," the "little one" who must be 
reminded and forgiven over and over throughout our lives to be strong in our 
faith, keep on our "faith journey" for us to obtain eternal life. Our fellow 
disciples assist us on our journey in our interactions with them when we 
commit ourselves to those church community groups, ministries, and 
activities that foster and strengthen our faith on a continual basis.  
 
Prayer of the Day: Lord, I beseech you to keep "looking" and watching out for 
me, a "lost sheep," helping me to continually repent so that you can receive 
me with great joy in heaven at my death!  
 
Written By: Patricia Ann McKay 
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FIFTH WEEK OF LENT 

Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 

“The Living God Is the God of the Living” 
Today’s Reading: Matthew 22:32 (NRSV) 

“He is God not of the dead, but of the living.” 

 
In the mystery of Holy Eucharist, we believe that Christ is alive in us and we 
are alive in Christ, living God in God’s living creation.  

 
Jesus reminds us that it is more important to understand God’s power than to 

know what heaven will be like. When I concentrate on what heaven is like, I 
fail to embrace the here and now in a relationship with those around me, and 
worse, with God who calls me to serve all people.  The living God calls us to 
serve the living.  
 
In this Lenten season of reflection and repentance, we long for restoration and 
forgiveness, to be holy. Jesus is calling us into a deeper relationship of abiding 
love with Him and each other that empowers us to respond to all God’s 

creation with love, compassion and justice.  
 
Reflecting on these Today’s Readings, I wonder if I am like a Sadducee who 
seeks answers to questions about heaven, rather than going deeper into a 
relationship with the living God who opens my heart and my soul to the power 
of God within me.  
 
I have learned from my experiences that being open to God’s power evokes 

strength to serve as God’s heart, hands and feet now. I am alive in Christ and 
he is alive in me, living God in God’s living creation.  

 
Prayer of the Day: Living God of the Living: Restored and forgiven by your 
love, open our hearts to know your power working in and through us that we 
may concentrate more on our relationship with you and all your creation than 
on what heaven will look like. Amen.  
 
Written By: Nancy Rementer 
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FIFTH WEEK OF LENT 

Friday, March 26, 2021 
 

“The Faith of the Centurion” 
Today’s Reading: Luke 4:16-30 

"I tell you; I have not found such great faith even in Israel." Luke 7:9 NIV 

 
In Luke 4:16-30 Jesus set forth his missionary goal as bringing good news to 
the poor. We are given examples as Jesus heals the poor, raises the dead, and 
shows forgiveness to the sinner. Continuing this theme,  
 
Luke 7:1-10 demonstrates Jesus' love for the poor and all others when, 
through a loving act to a Roman Centurion, he finds in this perceived enemy a 
true "model of faith."  
 
When Jesus arrived in Capernaum a Roman commander whose servant was 
dying heard about it. He sent Jewish community leaders to ask Jesus to come 
to his home and heal his servant. They urged Jesus to do this because the 
soldier was a friend to the people. Jesus went with them.  
 
However, as he neared the house, the Roman officer sent friends to tell Jesus 
he did not consider himself worthy for Jesus to come into his home. He told 
Jesus to just say the word and his servant would be healed. Jesus was amazed 
at this! The above Scripture quotes Jesus' response to the faith of this Roman 
centurion. The men who had been sent returned to the house and found the 
servant healed.  
 
With this story in mind, I must ask myself today, "When and how will I ever 
have enough faith to "amaze" Jesus?  
 
Prayer of the Day: Gracious God, through your unconditional love, deepen the 
faith of all your children so that we can be today's "models of faith." Amen  
 
Written By: Dina A. Braddy 
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FIFTH WEEK OF LENT 

Saturday, March 27, 2021 
 

“Witnessing – I Can’t Do That!” 
Today’s Reading: Luke 24:44-53 

 
In childhood, on Saturday nights and Sunday mornings we spent extra time 
curling our hair, ironing our best clothes, shining our shoes, and having our 
ears and fingernails inspected. I knew that I had to look my best and be on my 
best behavior for Jesus since it was his day. I now see this memory as our 
family's witness to our faith.  
 
Many people have trouble with the idea of witnessing, often saying, "I can't do 
that!" However, the truth is that all of one's life is a witness. Witnessing can be 
public speaking, passing out tracts, or protesting in marches. Still, the way we 
live our lives each day remains our best, most effective witness.  
 
When we rise thankful for the rest of the night and pray for guidance for the 
day, our witnessing begins. At home, work and play as we interact with others 
and we value each one as God's children, we witness. We also witness through 
the day with smiles, words of encouragement, small acts of kindness, and 
listening without judging as others seek our advice.  
 
Sometimes we witness without words. When friends grieve and there are no 
words, our contributions of food, hugs, monetary gifts, running errands, 
helping with plans, or taking care of children all speak our witness loudly 
without saying a word. Our visitation with the sick and elderly, at prisons and 
nursing homes, our attendance at worship and other church functions may 
involve speaking, but the acts themselves can say much more than mere 
words.  
 
Just as I wanted to look and be my best on those Sunday mornings from 
childhood, we all need to be our best for Jesus every day in all we do. We can 
and we do witness with our every word and deed. So, my friends, quit worrying 
about witnessing and just enjoy living it.  
 
Written By: Phyllis James 
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HOLY WEEK 

Monday, March 29, 2021 
 

“Cross Signs” 
Today’s Reading: Genesis 24: 1-27; 2; John: 1-13 

And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments.” 2 John 1:6a 

 
A few years ago, I noticed a white pickup truck in my neighborhood that I had 
not seen before. It seemed for several weeks to follow that I saw white pickup 
trucks everywhere. Of course, it was just that I was suddenly paying attention 
to the details that were already there. In Genesis, we hear a beautiful story of 
a dedicated servant seeking the destined mate for Abraham’s son. God’s 

message through Abraham is not to be taken by the first to offer kindness, but 
to wait for the one that extends that same kindness to those who cannot help 
themselves. In this case it was the livestock.  
 
We often ask God to send a sign to help with a decision or an answer to a 
question. The signs that we seek from God often appear to us as pretty 
packages or white pickup trucks. They are often manufactured from our own 
minds to fit what we think is correct. Reading from 2nd John, we are warned 
not to be deceived by those people who seem to be what they are not. The 
greatest of signs died on the cross to save those who could not help 
themselves. Pay more attention to love shown through the details.  
 
Prayer of the Day: I am a Child of God; help me shine your love and grace 
upon those around me. Amen.  
 
Written By: Kim Hawkins 
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HOLY WEEK 

Tuesday, March 30, 2021 
 

“Getting on the Right Path With God” 
Today’s Reading: Acts 9:1-20 

 
Saul, a fierce persecutor of Christians, was on his way to Damascus where he 
intended to round up believers to be returned to Jerusalem. These believers 
would have been put in prison and, if they were found guilty, stoned to death. 
God had other plans. He appeared to Saul and his “crew” in a bright light and 

asked Saul, “Why are you persecuting me?” Saul learned that it was Jesus 

and, when he saw Jesus, he went blind.  
 
Converted, Saul went on to fulfill God’s plan for him.  

 
I wonder if I am on the “right path.” Am I doing God’s will or, like Saul, am I 

pursuing my own agenda which may conflict with God’s plan? While I  am 
doing what I think is right, are my actions actually misguided? Saul took time 
after his encounter with Jesus to pray, fast and repent his sins. This Lenten 
Season will be, for me, a time for reflection, prayer and repentance. How 
wonderful that I have such a loving and forgiving Father in heaven.  
 
Prayer of the Day: Heavenly Father, I come before you, with humble heart, 
asking for your forgiveness for my shortcomings and praying for the Holy Spirit 
to enlighten my mind that I may do what is right and just. Amen  
 
Written By: Jeanne Frederick 
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HOLY WEEK 

Wednesday, March 31, 2021 
 

“Who’s in Your Attitude?” 
Today’s Reading: Deuteronomy 16:1-8; Philippians 2:1-11 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus...” Philippians 2:5a NIV 

 
I imagine most of us have done it, probably more than once. In fact, it appears 

to be part of our human nature. I am talking about having my way. You 

know—struggling to win, to be right, to have the last word. Undoubtedly, 

power struggles are often among the most damaging dynamics in a 

relationship, and yet, one of the most common.  

Teasing apart a power struggle ultimately reveals varying layers of self-

centeredness, self-absorption and self-importance. We want what we want 

when we want it. In fact, humanity’s choice to go its own way, to grasp for 

equality, if not supremacy, is historic. Not only did this way of being-in-the-

world disrupt the harmony in the Garden of Eden, but it also continues to 

disrupt the unity of church today.  

Paul, in his letter to the church at Philippi, recommends a radically different 

way of being-in- the-world: We are to have the “same attitude of Christ Jesus.” 

The linchpin of this attitude is humility. Humility allows us to be more 

concerned about others than our- selves by seeking the highest good for the 

other person. Humility empowers us to let go of having our way, of winning, of 

being right. Humility allows us to bow low enough to wash one another’s feet.  

Thought for the Day: If God in all of God’s power and majesty was humble 

enough to come to earth and if the very Son of God was humble enough to die 

on a cross for our salvation, how can we, as God’s children, the “body of 

Christ,” be anything less?  

Written By: Vicki Chadwick  
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HOLY WEEK 

Holy Thursday, April 1, 2021 
 

“The Love of God” 
Today’s Reading: John 13:1-17; 31b-35  

A new commandment I have given you. . . As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
– John 13:31b-35 

 
Some say love is expressed as an action and experienced as a feeling. Love is 

defined in many ways: Compassion, gratitude, caring, service, humility, 

admiration and the list goes on. Jesus showed Agape love toward his 

disciples. Agape love is selfless, sacrificial, unconditional love. Prior to issuing 

this commandment Jesus had performed a subservient act of washing his 

disciples’ feet. That act provides us a dramatic example of his teaching by 

taking on the humble task usually left to slaves. Jesus tells us the love he 

commands of us serves as a witness to the world. His love and character are 

being displayed in us. It shows the world we are his disciples.  

Throughout history one of the ways Christians have worshiped God and 

shared his love with others has been through the singing of hymns. They help 

us define love, minister to our hearts, lift our spirit and give us hope and faith. 

One of my favorite hymns is “The Love of God” (Frederick M. Lehman, 1917). 

Open your hearts and listen to George Beverly Shea singing . . . “Oh, love of 

god, how rich and pure! How measureless and strong! It shall forever more 

endure the saints’ and angels ‘song. “ 

Do we live our life exhibiting the rich and pure love in Christ’s commandment? 

Do show others the love and caring that Jesus commanded? When people 

look at our lives, do they see Jesus? Pray today that your actions and attitudes 

toward others will be a testimony to Christ.  

Written By: Judy Hart 

 

 

 



 36  
 

HOLY WEEK 

Good Friday, April 2, 2021 
 

“Who Is It You Want?” 
Today’s Reading: John 18:1-19:42  

Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, "Who is it you 
want?"- John 18:4  

 
Jesus is a great questioner. His queries do not beg for information but cry for 
ever deepening understanding. He asked a simple one of those who entered 
the garden to arrest him: “Who is it you want?”  
 
The question burns in our hearts. Who, indeed, is it we want as our Messiah? 
Our Savior? Our God? Do we want a comforting companion who does not 
disturb our complacency? Do we want a challenging champion who engages 
us in continuing conversion?  
 
Whoever it is, Jesus ’response remains the same, “I am he.” His response sets 

me on edge because it makes me rethink the question knowing that I am free 
to choose the Jesus I want—and I am also responsible for my choice. It is a 
scary thought, but a sacred one. It is one which makes each day a good day, 
no matter its agony or crucifixion.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, let my heart pulse with questions my head cannot resolve. 
Let me live the questions until they resound with gratitude for the goodness I 
cannot see, the presence you are when all seems absent.  
 
Written By: Fran Salone-Pelletier  
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HOLY WEEK 

Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021 
 

“He Said, They Said” 
Today’s Reading: Matthew 27: 57-66 

. . .Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive. After three days I will 
rise again. Therefore, command the tomb be made secure until the third day; otherwise his 

disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, He has been raised from the dead . . 
.’  Matthew 27:63-64 

 
Jesus said it. The disciples repeated it. The enemies of Jesus heard it and 

appealed to Pilate to seal the stone of Jesus ’tomb. Pilate sent a guard of 

soldiers to fulfill the request.  

The crucified Jesus was in the tomb. In the prophesied triplet of days, this was 

the second day. A wild confusion of belief and unbelief, fear and hope, trust 

and suspicion held captive the minds of the people of Jerusalem. All they 

could do was wait and see if the prediction for the third day proved true.  

Don’t we have days when these conflicting sentiments hold our minds 

captive? We believe, but there is a wisp of doubt. Fear assails but we cling to 

hope. Total trust eludes us. At times we must wait for answers. What shall we 

do? Remember Christ’s resurrection. Then faith abounds.  

Prayer: O Lord, we wait upon you. Renew our faith. Grow our trust. Realize our 

hope. Amen  

Written By: Suzanne Simpson 

 


